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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Public Health 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
November 2023 – Present 

EDUCATION 

University at Albany, SUNY – Albany, NY 
Ph.D. in Sociology, May 2024 

• Dissertation: Southern Divides: A Multilevel Exploration of Gentrification’s Role in School Re-
segregation 

• Committee: Hayward D. Horton (Chair), Julia Hastings, Zawadi Rucks-Ahidiana 
• Certificates: Graduate Study in Health Disparities; Literacy Education 

University of Florida – Gainesville, FL 
Specialist in Education (Ed.S), Curriculum & Instruction 

Florida International University – Miami, FL 
M.S. in Child Developmental and Educational Psychology (Early Childhood focus) 

• Certificate: Graduate Study in Community Planning 

Florida State University – Tallahassee, FL 
B.A. in English Literature and Psychology (Double Major) 

PUBLICATIONS IN REFEREED JOURNALS 

• Kalu, O., & Carter, A. R. (in press, 2025). She who writes, writes: Black feminist writing collectives as 
gradeless pedagogy and institutional refusal. Feminist Formations. 

• Kalu, O. U., Waklatsi, N. D., & Carter, A. (under review, 2025). The aftermath of allegiance: How 
Black women navigate identity, truth, and regret. Signs. 

• Kalu, O., & Agwu, J. (Under review). Gentrification-driven school resegregation as a social 
determinant of urban health: A multilevel, 1999–2015 analysis of Tallahassee, Florida. Journal of Urban 
Health. 

• Kalu, O., & Agwu, J. (Under review). Zones of harm: School gentrification, educational displacement, 
and spatialized structural vulnerability in Tallahassee. Wellbeing, Space and Society. 

• Bhatia, R., Kalu, O., Blaise, C., Valdez, S., Ramsawak, J. (2023). The Albany Birth Justice Storytelling 
Project: Integrating feminist pedagogy into research design. Feminist Foundations. 
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• Odusanya, A., Reid, K., Amutah-Onukagha, N., Robinson, K., Kalu, O., et al. (2022). Association 
between sociodemographic characteristics and age stopped breastfeeding on early childhood weight 
status. Obesity Research & Clinical Practice. 

MEDIA + PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS 

• Kalu, O. (2024, March). Mapping the relationship between pediatric injury recovery and neighborhood 
well-being. Interview, CHOP Postdoctoral Diversity Corner. 

• Kalu, O., & Bennett, H. (2021, December). Discussing health disparities with NYACP’s Guest Fellows. 
Podcast, NY Chapter of the American College of Physicians. Listen here 

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 

• The Re-segregation of the South: A Multilevel Analysis on Gentrification and its Impacts on Education 
in the United States, PI: Kalu, O. 

• Center of Critical Demography, Co-researcher with Horton, H. D. 
• Underground Railroad Literacy Project, Co-researcher with Horton, H. D. 

COMMUNITY REPORTS 

• Kalu, O. (2021). Minority Health Disparities in a 21st-century Pandemic: A Comprehensive Report on 
New York. 

• Rucks-Ahidiana, Z., & Kalu, O. (2023). Deconstructing the Intergenerational, Structural, and Cultural 
Factors Contributing to Black Women’s Wealth. Urban Institute. Read here 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 

• Co-PI, Youth and Family Resilience Initiatives | Oct. 2023 – Present 
• Co-PI, Maternal Health Outcomes & Practices | Oct. 2023 – Present 
• PI Trainee, Community Measures Project | Oct. 2023 – Present 

University at Albany, SUNY 

• PI, Gentrification & Education Multilevel Analysis | Mar. 2020 – 2024 
• Research Assistant, COVID & Mental Health Disparities | 2020–2021 
• Research Team Lead, Albany Birth Justice Project | 2019–2021 
• Research Assistant, TLQP Grant (Albany City School District) | 2016–2018 
• Research Assistant, C-TEN Network | 2016–2018 
• PI, ALANA Writing Collective | 2017–2018 
• Research Assistant, Belize Teacher Prep Study Abroad | 2017–2018 

University of Central Florida 

• Research Assistant, ELA Instructional Interventions in High Schools | 2015–2016 

University of Florida 

• PI, Comparison of Adolescent Reading Success in Alachua County | 2013–2015 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1597336/9774848-discussing-health-disparities-with-nyacp-s-guest-fellows
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/deconstructing-intergenerational-structural-and-cultural-factors-contributing
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FACULTY DEVELOPMENT 

• Member, National Center for Faculty Development & Diversity (NCFDD) 
September 2018 – Present 

• Summer National Institute on Aging Fellow 
University of Michigan, Center for Urban African American Research | June 2022 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

• Adjunct Professor, Sociology 
Department of Education & Social Sciences, SUNY Hudson Valley College | January 2024 – Present 

• Adjunct Professor, Race & Ethnic Relations 
Department of Sociology, SAGE College | August 2020 – January 2021 

• Co-Teaching Didactic, Writing in the Classroom Practicum 
Department of Literacy Learning and Teaching, University at Albany–SUNY | Spring 2017 

• Co-Teaching Assistant Didactic, Differentiated Instruction & Coaching Practicum 
Department of Literacy Learning and Teaching, University at Albany–SUNY | Spring 2017 

• Instructor, Foundations of Reading 
College of Education, University of Central Florida | Spring 2015 

• Teaching Assistant, Writing & Rhetoric 
Department of English, Florida International University | Spring 2013 

• Instructor, Literature of Women of Color 
Department of English Literature, Florida International University | Fall 2012 

JOURNAL REVIEWS 

• American Public Health Association (APHA) Reviewer | 2018 
• American Public Health Association (APHA) Reviewer | 2025 
• American Educational Research Association (AERA) Reviewer| 2025 

AWARDS 

• UPENN-CHOP Postdoctoral Research Fellowship for Academic | 2024 
• New York Chapter of the American College of Physicians Health Disparities Fellow | 2021 
• 13th Annual Asa G. Hillard III and Barbara Sizemore Research Course on African Americans and 

Education | 2020 
• 12th National Conference on Health Disparities Travel Grant Award | 2020 
• Presidential Doctoral Fellowship for Research Training in Health Disparities | 2018 
• President’s Award for Exemplary Public Engagement for Building Professional Learning Communities 

to Improve Student Achievement / TLQP Project with Albany City Schools, University at Albany | 2017 
• School of Teaching and Learning Graduate Student Travel Award, University of Central Florida | 2015 

SERVICES ACTIVITY 

• Demography Symposium, University at Albany | April 2019 
• World Café-Cross Faculty Session, University at Albany | October 2018 
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• 18th Annual Literacy Symposium: “Crossing Boundaries - Literacy & STEAM Education”, University 
of Central Florida | April 2016 

 

CONSULTATION EXPERIENCE: INVITED TALKS, INTERVIEWS, WORKSHOPS 

ALANA Writing Series, Albany, NY (SUNY-Albany) 
Position: Consultant | February 2016 – May 2018 

• Collaborated with field experts to identify and implement culturally responsive teaching interventions 
• Developed and facilitated a workshop for teachers and students on evidence-based, culturally responsive 

teaching strategies for minority students 
• Served as an invited panel speaker for discussions on multicultural education 

Kingsessing Heals Community Resilience Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Position: Grant Writer | January 2025 – Present 

• Researched and authored grant proposals to secure funding for community resilience and trauma support 
initiatives 

• Developed and facilitated workshops on mental health, community engagement, and empowerment 
• Collaborated with local organizations, healthcare providers, and community leaders to expand program 

reach 
• Monitored grant compliance and prepared reports to ensure alignment with funding guidelines 
• Collected and analyzed data to assess program outcomes, providing recommendations for improvement 

Coco.Life Black, Philadelphia, PA 
Position: Grant Writer and Program Facilitator | August 2024 – Present 

• Researched and composed grant proposals focused on addressing race-related disparities in maternal 
health 

• Designed and led workshops on mental health, physical well-being, and community engagement 
• Partnered with local organizations, healthcare providers, and community leaders to enhance program 

impact 
• Monitored grant requirements and ensured projects met funding guidelines 
• Collected and analyzed data to assess outcomes and made recommendations for improvements 

University of Pennsylvania Pro Bono Consulting Group, Philadelphia, PA 
Position: Project Management | September 2024 – December 2024 

• Led research and user testing for a children's tooth brushing initiative, synthesizing data from pilot 
studies 

• Designed and facilitated workshops on pediatric user research and engagement strategies 
• Collaborated with pediatric dentists and other experts to validate methodology and enhance project 

scope 
• Managed project timelines, prepared progress reports, and ensured alignment with stakeholder 

expectations. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow | November 2023 – Present 

• Conduct independent research on injury prevention and public health, focusing on community-based 
violence prevention, maternal and child pediatric health disparities 

• Develop and implement methodologies to improve violence prevention initiatives 
• Lead data-driven projects, enhancing state and federal health programs 
• Mentor junior lab members and oversee research projects in a collaborative environment 

New York State Department of Health, Albany, NY 
Position: Healthcare Data Analyst | June 2022 – September 2023 

• Provided technical support and validated datasets used for reporting unit activities 
• Constructed queries using SQL to mine data from the Medicaid Data Warehouse 
• Assisted with quantitative analyses and supported program monitoring and evaluation 
• Identified data quality issues and provided actionable recommendations for program improvements 

Runaway and Homeless Youth Shelter, Albany, NY 
Position: Case Manager | March 2022 – July 2022 

• Conducted independent research on the needs of youth experiencing homelessness 
• Led a team to identify emergent issues in service accessibility for youth 
• Coordinated community outreach efforts with local agencies 
• Provided crisis intervention and case management for 50+ youth 

Association of Black Sociologists, Albany, NY 
Position: Managing Editor | August 2021 – January 2023 

• Oversaw the production of the quarterly journal, managing the editing process for 50+ manuscripts 
• Collaborated with the Editor-in-Chief and Communications Director to improve the journal's strategy 
• Designed data-driven recommendations to enhance the journal's reach and impact for underrepresented 

scholars 

New York State Department of Health, Albany, NY 
Position: Community Support Specialist | August 2020 – July 2021 

• Managed market research projects and developed research insights for COVID-19 and public health 
communications 

• Supported data management for COVID-19 surveillance activities 
• Coordinated communication efforts with over 100 stakeholders to address COVID-19 protocols 

Mohawk Opportunities, Albany, NY 
Position: Behavioral Health Technician | December 2017 – July 2021 

• Streamlined project completion by investigating and resolving technical issues on API panels 
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• Developed treatment plans and process notes, ensuring compliance with Medicaid and New York State 
laws 

• Provided recommendations based on client assessments and collaborated with interdisciplinary teams 

SUNY Albany, Albany, NY 
Position: NIHMD Doctoral Fellow | August 2018 – 2024 

• Led data strategy teams to address emergent health care issues faced by minorities 
• Drove pilot studies focused on student health outcomes in Albany County 
• Co-designed culturally competent curriculum for undergraduate and graduate courses, impacting over 

2,000 students 

Florida Department of Education, Florida 
Position: Head Start Teacher, Kindergarten Teacher, English Language Arts Teacher, Literacy Specialist | 
December 2012 – August 2016 

• Developed and administered literacy programs across multiple school districts 
• Led over 100 multicultural literacy workshops, impacting Florida public schools 
• Co-designed curriculum that increased the number of culturally responsive students in Florida districts 

RELATED EXPERIENCE 

Albany Minority Health Task Force, Albany, NY 
Position: Member | August 2018 – 2024 

• Collaborated with community leaders to brainstorm strategies aimed at improving African American 
health in Albany 

• Contributed to the development of educational materials to raise awareness of available medical services 
• Offered psychologically informed suggestions for the development of intervention projects 
• Evaluated and proposed strategies to improve knowledge dissemination and community engagement 

Critical Demography Project, Albany, NY 
Position: Graduate Assistant | August 2018 – Present 

• Applied mixed methods research (qualitative and quantitative) to analyze data 
• Facilitated user experience workshops, identifying key areas of impact for underrepresented groups 
• Emphasized the role of identity across different verticals and highlighted disparities in behavioral and 

mental health care access 

Albany Birth Justice Project, Albany, NY 
Position: Graduate Assistant | August 2019 – 2021 

• Led UX Product Inclusion research for Maternal & Mortality Doula Opportunities, including 
ethnographic research, ideation, and usability testing 

• Increased visibility of underrepresented birthing experiences and developed inclusion metrics to address 
birthing disparities in the Capital District 

New York Chapter of American College of Physicians, Albany, NY 
Position: Graduate Assistant | August 2021 – December 2021 
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• Conducted independent research to define and prioritize product development needs among individuals 
impacted by health disparities in New York State (PREP access, COVID-19 responses, educational 
resources) 

• Collected data through in-depth interviews, focus groups, ethnographic research, and surveys targeting 
underrepresented populations 

New York Department of Health (AIDS Institute), Albany, NY 
Position: Graduate Assistant | August 2018 – May 2019 

• Supported the development of data entry, cleaning, management, and analysis protocols 
• Collaborated with New York State pharmacies to assess PREP distribution 
• Developed customized analysis protocols to evaluate health program effectiveness 

 
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATES/RELATED TRAINING/ POSITIONS HELD 

Professional Educator’s Certificate, Florida (Inactive) 
English Language Arts Grades 6-12; Pre-kindergarten/Primary Education Age 3 - Grade 3 
Valid through August 2020 

 Critical Demography Project, SUNY Albany 
2018–Present, Principal Researcher and Co-Manager 

 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Professional Memberships: 

• Member, New York Chapter of American Colleges of Physicians (NYACP) 
• Member, American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
• Member, American Sociological Association (ASA) 
• Member, Association of Black Sociologists (ABS) 
• Member, American Public Health Association (APHA) 
• Member, The Public Health Club 

Leadership and Committee Involvement: 

• Member and Committee Lead for Economic Wealth, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA) 
• Leadership Board Member, UPENN DuBois Postdoctoral Circle 
• Member, UPENN Postdoc Association 
• Member, Postdocs for Progress in Science (Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia) 

Research and Professional Organizations: 

• Member, PENN Injury Science Center 
• Member, Penn Graduate Consulting Club 
• Member, Black Faculty and Staff Association 

 


